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havarceintractitk • • ; , 's dis-
ease. Four ate present or former 
South Evergreen Drive residents. 

At least one supervisor. G. 
Edward Heit, was convinced by 
their stories that the incidents 
may be more than just coin-
cidence. Heit said he planned to 
call die Center for Disease-Con-
trof in Atlanta. Ga. He asked the 
residents to come to this week's 
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Vroon 
begins 
probe 
Rep. eyes cancer, 
ex-hospital link 

By USA SCHEID 
Evening Phoenix Staff 

SCHUYLKILL - State Rep. 
Peter R. Vroon, R-157tIt. said 
this morning he is investigating 
the connection of five cases of 
Hodgkin's disease to the site of 
the former Valley Forge Army 
Hospital. 

Vroon has already made pre-
liminary contacts at the state and 
county health departments, 
saying he has not learned 
anything yet. "I expect to probe 
into this deeper today." Vroon 
said. He would not say with 
whom he has spoken. 

"I can't divulge any of that. It's 
too preliminary at this point. 
These people have been just con-
tacted." he said; 

Vroon's investigation was- in-
itiated by Phoenixville resident 
Karen Johns. who he said knoars;-

 of the cancer victima•:.- 
Hodgkin); disease is marked by: 

inflammatory enlargement-of the.-
lymplt nodes, splem lives an& 
ki Ileatilk sulks-

: HI to-

(Conthnsed from Page 1) 

board meeting with more in-
formation. 

Vroon said he looking into the 
connection of cancer cases to a 
recent discovery of a high concen-
tration of toxic chemicals on a 
portion of the former hospital site 
now owned by the Phoenixville 
Area School District. 

District Superintendent 
Carolyn Trohoski reported in 
Januaiy that about 120 square 
feet of a 35-acre tract owned by 
the district was contaminated 
with heavy metals. 

Lancaster Labs. a consultant 
hired by the district, reported 
levels of hazardous metals. in-

cludings lead and zinc, were 
abnormally high in the area 
bounded by Township Line and 
East Seven Stars math. 

The toxins came from X-ray 
remains burned in the hospital% 
incinerator. The ashes in the 
samples collected by Lancaster 
Labs contained the chemicals. 

The army hospital operated for 
over 30 years, treating 
servicemen wounded in World 
War II and the Korean and Viet-
nam wars. It closed in 1974. 

Most. of the site, located in 
Charlestown and Schuylkilt 
townships, is occupied by the 
Valley Forge Christian College. 
but a portion of the property was 
sold by the federal government to 
the school district. 
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(Condoned ea Page 3) 
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Residents link cancer toi army , , 
hospital groun s , , 
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By KONRAD SUROWIEC 
• Evening Phoenix Staff • _ 

SCHUYLKILL — Five area residents who have 
Hodgkin's disease have more than cancer in com-
mon — they are all neighbors of the former Valley 
Forge Anny Hospital. 

And that's no coincidence, they say. 
Their stories about battling with the cancer 

convinced at least one member of the Schuylkill 
Township Board of Supervisors last night to agree 
to contact the federal Center for Disease Control in 

hospital site for toxins. 
Hodgkin's disease is marked by inflammatory 

enlarge4ent of the lymph nodes, spleen, liver and 
. _  

. 
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kidneys, which mainly strikes malts between the 
ages of 18 to 40. , 

Four of the local residents who eithet have the 
disease or ire in remission are current or former 
residents of South Evergreen Drive, which borders 
the former hospital. i 

Michael K. Fulmer Jr., 21, of Galicia Drive in 
Bevans Orchard, a development that borders the 
Valley Forge Christian College, was first diagnosed 
with the disease three years ago. He underwent 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments to remove 
the cancet, but it was discovered a second time. 

derwent treatment at Lankenau Hospital, but he's 
now being treated at the Fox Chase Cancer. Center 
in northeast Philadelphia. , . . iv • , 

. 

Atlanta, Ga., about testing soil at the former - Michael K. Fulmer Sr. said his son first un-

- 

• 

"My son has lubg damage from radiation," lama owned by the Phoenixville Area School: Dis-

Fulmer saidl'It (the cancer) normally relapses 
• 

trict, which Was once the site of the hosPital. 

once." • • . - • ' ' The army hospital operated there for over 30 

"1 found out I had the disease three months ago,"' years, treating serviceman wounded in World War 

said Jeff Kurtz, 20. "I want to know what's going on :II and the Korean and Vietnam wars. It closed in* 

here." 
1974. Most of the site, located in Charlestown and 

Kurtz, an Auburn University student whose Schuylkill township, is occupied by the Valley 

home is on North Forge Mountain Drive, lived on ,Forge Christian College, but a portion of the 

South Evergreen Drive from 1973 to 1981. property was sold by the federal governnlent to the 

Frank Robinson, 44, of South Evergteen Drive, school district. • • • • . • 

is undergoing radiation treatment for the disease. District Superintendent Catolyn' Tröhoski, re-

Two other former South Evergreen Drive residents ported in January.  that.  the land owned by the 
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derwent treatments for the dis- ' district wat Contaminated with heavy metals. 

B b ease are o y, 35, and .Dennis Andrews, 27. . . Lancaster Labs, a consultant hired by the district; 

A high concentration of toxic chemicals  has • . • . )~ 3  

been discovered on a nearby portion of the • •• - cm- • 4  7, '; . (Continued de Page 2) 
already 
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• 
The toxins came' from X-Tay 

- remains-burned- irt-the_hespital's 
incinerator. The ashes in the 
samples collected by Lancaster 
Labs contained_ the chemicals. , 
' "We have a deep concern , 

about the toxic waste found in the i 
hospital," said James Kurtz, 
Jeffs father. "Four people came 
down with it in six.. (amilies (in  

adjacent homes on South 77•ver-
green Drive.) What else did they • , 
bury down there? 

"The school board must have 
some idea something is Wrong 

, Franjc go

a

bpson.,-
"I'My aahdbfet, tatd? our. 
there and I don't fee re Confia 
dent with that." , . - 

Supervisor GI Edward Iteit 
told  the residerita to bring any  
othet pertinent information to the ; 
board at next Wednesday's 7:30 
p.m. meeting because the board , 
lacked a quorum to conduct busi-
neis last night. 

"As fit as I'm concerned; one 
of us will contact the Disease 
Control • Center," Heit said. 

reported levels of .  hazardous 
metals; including lead and zinc, 
were abnormally high in a 
depressed 120 square-foot area of 
a 35-acre • butt .bpuidelk" by.40' 
TownshiP Line-  and East Seven' 
Stars roads. 

• 

• 
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Feds visit ex-hospital i 
to investi  gate pollution 

• 

- By LISA SCHEID i ' Evening Phoenix Staff 

PHOENIXVILLE — Local officials . and federal investigators 1 braved heavy rains yesterday to tour the grounds of the former Valley Forge General Hospital. • ! Thc investigators, carrying radiation detectors, toured two landfills : near .an incinerator and buildings that once housed the hospital's ' laundry operation on land owned by the Phoenixville Area School District. • . 
1L. DiStrict Superi n tendent ' Carolyn TrohOski pointed out that 

there
 

!I ere chemicals in a pre-washing facili ty, as  well as spot of ground : 

•E

i near the WORM where grass has not grown. 
Charlestown Township Board of Supervisors Chairman Irene wald said the brown spot is similar in shape to mine shaft openings 'in hcr township. She asked Environmentalon Agency (EPA) officials to look into the history of the propei-lybecause the area was ( 'known for its lead and silver mi n i ng. 

(Continued 9areigoolOY , 
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E.e.ci8 visit ex- )špjtal . . 
• •-• -• • _ , ® 

;to ,investigate pootition 
. „ . • 

i 

(Confirmed finni pinie 11) ' . • , In addition to the tdur, investissiteer .NUS Corporation intervieWed Ewald, Trohoski, Schuylkill Township Supervisor Ted •'Ryan and Valley Forge Christian College' (VFCC) officials about the . property. 
. ' This was ticiie fourth tour of the  property ,local:officials have taken , with investigators since concerns were first:raised about possible health risks associated with"the site.  : According to Lisa  Cunningham,  EPA 
projeet engineer, the agency was mostly concerned with the landfills, which may need to be - cleaned up.. The rest, she said; would probably not need remediation • measures. . . • ' . . , , •• • . NUS.investigaiorS,'WOrking for the:EPA, donned "Level B gear," which included respiratiars to go intO fOrther .13syChiatric ward. - There they -exaMined containers of gyanicle and bieldrin that were found in a hallwaY in the building".by a. yalley Forge COhimiinity College contrnctOr last month. . 

- 
l'h,,b) hy Schuylkill and Charlestown officials and T loL rnhoski (center, with umbrella) meet with EPA 

inspectors.
 ' 
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Disease 
afflicts 
residents 

By Danlel Kaufman 
Veda' to The Inquirer 

Five men who lived near contami-
nated land on the old Valley Forge 
Army Hospital property off Charles- 
town Road have developed Hodgkin's 
disease , within the last 15 years, the 
Schuylkill Township Board of Supervi- 
sors was told last week. 

Three of the men, accompanied by 
family members, asked the supervisors 
Wednesday night to prod federal, state 
and/or county authorities to investi-
gate a possible connection between 
their lymphatic cancer and toxit met-
als found on the land. 

The Phoenixville Area School Dis- 
trict, which leases a 35-acre piece of 
the property on Township Line Road 
near Coldstream Road from the federal 
government, announced it had discov- 
ered abnormally high levels of lead, 
zinc and silver on a depressed 6-by-20-. 
foot section in January. 

At that time, school Superintendent 
Carolyn Trohoski said burnt X-ray re-
mains buried by the hospital before it 
closed in 1974 had caused the contami- 
nation. 
•Frank Robinson, 44, said, "l live 

there. I'm sick- now and four of my 
neighbors are sick. Did theylust bury 
it in one spot or did they spread it 
aroundr 

Hodgkin's disease, a rare but "very 
curable" form of lymph cancer, often 
strikes men between their late teens 
and early 40s, said Chris Holroyde, an 
oncologist at Phoenixville Hospital 
who is treating several of the men. 

From 1971 until 1984, Robinson lived 
on South Evergreen Drive, which lies 
northeast of the contaminated area. 
Jeff Kurtz, 20, who also was diagnosed 
wlth cancer this year, lived there from 
1973 until 1981, Michael Fulmer, 21, 

" was diagnosed three years ago and still 
lives on Galicia Drive, located on the 
other side of the Army hospital. 

Two other residents of South Ever-
green Drive who once had the disease 
were not present at the meeting. 

Holroyde said the cluster of cases 
next to the hospital was "very unu-
suaL" Because the cause of the disease 
is not known, however, "it is a statisti-
cal aberration which is interesting, 
but we can't prove anything." 

The victims and their families asked 
the board, which had only two of its 
five members present, why it had 
never investigated whether the land 
was hazardous. 

"Someone's dragging their feet," 
Kurtz said. 

Supervisor Edward Heit said the 
board had notified the county Board of 
Health in West Chester a few days 
earlier after a friend of the residents 
told him about the five men last 
month. - 

"It sounds as though this situation 
had existed for some time," Heit said 
Thursday. 

, Heit sald the board would postpone 
, the meeting until 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 

.4  When there should be a quorum. - • a  , 
, • • • • 1  , •  I • 
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8CHUYLKILL — Supervisors plan to dis-
cuss thepassihility that hazardous tokins 

at the Valley Forge Hospital 
might have caused residents to suffer from 
Hodgkins disease. 

Jeff Lutz, Frank Robinson and Mike 
Fulmer asked the supervisors Wednesday 
what the township was doing about the 
heath problem. 

AR three suffer. from Hodgkins disease. 
Luta was diagnosed in December, Robinson 
was just diagnosed and Fulmer, who has it 
for a mond time, was diagnoeed last sum-
MIL 

Kurtz had a list of five persons who have 
contracted the disease arid all of them lived 
within s mile of each other near the hospital. 
• Supervisor G. Edward Heit said he had 

3 ill i residents blame 
toxins at old hospital 
Schuylkill officials 
to discuss claims 

IS &Mt riZ 5r)  
(Locii New. Corr....dent) 

• • • " • • • • . _-- -. -~ . - • 
I • _ - . • 
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talked with an area doctor who said all of the 
cases couldn't have happened without some-
thing in common. 

Since not enough supervisors were present 
for a formal meeting, licit asked everyone to 7 return on April 11. 

The three Buttering from the disease said 
they asked supervisors to investigate the sit-
uation in January when reports of high toide levels in that area were made public. 

The reports said high levels of lead, zinc 
and eilver had been found in the soil of the 
35-acre tract which was forme* the Valley 
Forge HospitaL . 

Lutz, 20, said although his family moved 
from the area, he remembers playing on the 
hoepital grounds as a youngster, crawling 
under the fence to get in. 

Fulmer'e father said they just want an-
swers. They'd like the euperviaore to contact 
the Center for Disease Control to try to get 
someone to do.tista on the land, he said. 

Fulmer, 22, is going to Foz Chase Cancer 
Center for treatment. He has suffered heart 
and lung damage as a result of the heavy 
doses of radiation and chemotherapy treat-
ments he has received. 
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Residents link cancer to army 
hospital grounds 

- 
! 

, By KONRAD SUROW1EC 
Evening Phoenix Skiff 

SCHUYLKILL Five area residents who have 
Hodgkin's tdisease haire: more than cancer in com-
mon — they are all neighbors. of theformer Valley Forge Army Hospital. . 

And that7s no coincidence; they say. 
Their stories abOut :battling with.  the cancer convinced at least .one .member of the Schuylkill Township Board of Supervisors last night to agree to contact the federal Center for Disease Control in Atlanta. Ga.. about testing soil at thc former 

hospital site for toxins. . . 
Hodgkin's disease is marked by inflammatory 

enlargement,of the lymph nodes, spleen. liver and  

kidneys. ,which mainly strikes males between the ages of 18 to 40. 
Four of the local residents who either have the disease or are in remission are current or former residents of South Evergreen Drive, which borders the former hospital. 
Michael K. Fulmer Jr., 21. of Galicia Drive in Bevans Orchard, a development that borders the Valley Forge Christian College, was first diagnosed with the disease three years ago. He underwent chemotherapy and radiation treatments to remove the cancer, but it was discovered a second time. Michael K. Fulmer Sr. said his son first un-derwent treatment at Lankenau Hospital, but he's now being treated at the Fox Chase Cancer Center in northeast Philadelphia. i 

I 
I 

"My son has lung damage from radiation," 
Fulmer said: "1t (the cancer) normally relapses 
once." i . 

"I found out 1 had the disease three months ago," 
, said Jeff Kurtz. 20. "I want to know what's going on 
here." . 

Kurtz, an Auburn University student whose 
home is on North Forge Mountain Drive, lived on 
South Evergreen Drive from 1973 to 1981. 

Frank Robinson, 44, of South Evergreen Drive, • is undergoing radiation treatment for the disease. 
Two other former South Evergreen IDrive.residents 
who previously underwent treatments for the dis-
ease are Bob.  Dyer, 35, and Dennis Andrews. 27. 

A high concentration : of toxic chemicals has 
already been discovered on a nearby portion of the 

I • 
•  

land owned by the Phoenixville Area School Dis-
trict. which was once the site of the hospital. 

The army hospital operated there for over 30 
years, treatfng serviceman wounded in World War 
11 and the Korean and Vietnam wars. It closed in 
1974. Most of the site, located in Charlestown and 
Schuylkill townships, is occupied by the Valley 
Forge Christian College, but a portion of the 
property was sold by the federal government to the 
school district. 

District Superintendent Carolyn Trohoski re-
ported in January that the land owned by the 

- district was contaminated with heavy metals. 
Lancaster Labs, a consultant hired by the district, 

(Continued o® Page 2) • 
• 

• 

• 

• • 

(Continued from Page II 

reported:: levels ' of hazardous 
metals, including lead and zinc, 
were•  abnormally high in a 
depressed 120 square-foot area of 
a ! . 35-acre tract: .boundedl• by . 
Township Line and East Seven 
Stari roads. 

The toxins came from X-ray 
remains burned in the hospital's 

•incinerator. The ashes in the 
I samples collected by Lancaster 
: Labs cOntained the chemicals. 

"We have a deep concern 
labout the toxic waste found in the 
i hospital," said James Kurtz,. 
: Jeffs fathcr. "Four people came 
!down with it in six families (in  

adjacent homes on South "ver-
green Drive.) What else did they 
bury downthere? 

"The school board must have 
some idea something is wrong 
there," , said , Frank Robinson. 

My dafighter. Olaiš lArbAe outO 
there and I don't feel real confi-
dent with that." - 

Supervisor G. Edward Heit 
told the residents to bring any 
other pertinent information to the 
board at next Wednesday's 7:30 
p.m. meeting because the board 
lacked a quorum to conduct busi-
ness last night. 

"As far as I'm concerned, one 
of us will contact the Disease 
Control Center," Heit said. 

• 

- 



Chemical find 
forces athletes 
off area field 

r• 

• 

•• 

I • 

• 

; 
3 
4 . 

@NEM& 
Ned) 

• 

• - 
• 

• • - - I r - - - ' . - 

Chemical find 
forces athletes 
off area field 
' (Continued firom Page 1) 

Schuylkill officjals alert DER 
-to --Pb 

By CHARLENE KERWIN tendent Carolyn Trohoski.,who 
tefused td identify. the lithstince. 

The school district Was notified 
SCHUYLKILL — Chemicals by VFCC officials of the situation 

found Friday on the grounds of on Friday. she šaid. • 
the Valley Forge Christian Col- Neithet VFCC Ptesident 
lege have forced the Phoenixville Wesley Smith, state Department 
Area High School girls' lacrOsse of Environmental Resources of-* 
team to tind.e new playing field, ficials, nor Chester .Coutity De-. 
according Phoenixville Atea partmetit of Health afficials could 4 
School District 'officials. be reached this morning for com-

Meanwhile, the Schuylkill ment. • • 
Township Board of Supervisors Since the empty buildings are. 
sent a letter yesterday to the state located next to the field where the 
Department of Environmental high school's lacrosse team prac-
Resources in Norristown inform- tices and holds games, the team 
ing officials of the recent dis- has been temporarily inoved up 
covery of hazardous materials on the street to the Center for Arts 
the college grounds. and Technology Pickering Ciun-

Supervisor G. Edward Heft, pus, Trohoski said. 
who thinks the recent discovery • "We have suspended all play 
may be linked to several cancer and practice" on the college 
cases in the area, said this morn- grounds, she said. 
ing that the township sent a letter The high school girls' hockey 
to Joseph Feola, manager of the team also practices and plays 
DER's Bureau of Waste Manage- games during the fall on the same 
ment. , field. 

The high school lacrosse team State Rep. Peter R. Vroon, 
was forced to find a new playing R-157th,  said yesteiday he is 
field this weeki when containers . looking into the connection of the 
Wi th some  kind of theinkai * eft, cancer cases to the site of the 
found on the second Boot of the former hospital. 

• old psychiatric *nerd litiildingB of Trohoski reported in. January 
the fontier Valley Forge Arm, ' , 
Hospital, • according to Superin- • (Continued on Page )  

• 

• 

• 

that about 120 square feet of a 35-
acre tract owned by the district 
was contaminated with heavy 
metals, including lead and zinc 
that came from X-ray remains 
burned in the hospital's in-
cinerator. ' 

The army hospital operated for 
.more than 30 years, treating . servicemen wounded in World 
*War II and the Korean and Viet-
.narn wars. It closed in 1974. 

Evening Phoenix Staff 
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residents 
:-.,concorpoci 

•.•. 
4f .._  about soil ,• : • , 

By VERONICA PRATT  
i • (Local News Correspondent) 

SCHUYLKILL — Moor® than 150 residents 
turned out Wednesday to question the board ' 
about the disontery of contaminated soil on 
the ground® of the former Valley Foeg® Mill-
tary Hospital 

BWdeo the board, state Rep. Peter Vroon, 
R-Valley Forge, Dr. John Maher, director at : 
Chester County's Health Department • and 
township eoll Robett &german took i 
part- in-the meeting. — 

Supervieor Theodore an gavot sues-
Mazy at' the caa®. He said on Marth 29 the 
board had been contacted by a 
owner, Dr. Joieph Weinstock, who • 
about a _Ipossible connection between ' 
Hode

p
is
ta

Mense and contaminated toil at 
the . . , 

On April 2, Ryan contacted Maher and 
asked for his assistance. Seven days later, he 
telephoned Joseph Seola, manager of bureau 

, of waste management at the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Resources, reported ' 
the situation and eet®d for intervention. ; 

perUi
said the stet* agency la scheduled to 
testa on the grounds today. 

. Residents, however, wanted some answers 
Wednesday night. Questions ranged from the ' 

•safety lit the well water to how mon results 
at the site boding will become available. . 

tahWilonnd that the process might not he 
mid a connection has to be eb-

accomplished over night. 
Mat stuff has been there for years and 

, nobody attached any Significance to it,* 

= aanot bsaid.lame ourselves or the board . 
meMbnil... What's happened over the last ' 
eight weeks isn't as important as what will 

harcerover the neat eight yam.  he mid. 
said, Ma far as I know t6lede been ' 

no mestere to thi® community. There's noth- ; 
ing in medical literature that links Hodgkin'll I . 
Meese with chemical contamination. i 

, 

H  ' - ' garittleaRN I of amen • 
- Meanwhile residents asked ter intbrmatios ' 
on the DER findings's= as pooeibt®. They ! 

• promised to return to the neat mottling. ;,1. 1 
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POLLUTION FEARS — Residents line Up Meld* the flethuyikel
tidr

T=
weva,44.

 
get Inside ter the supendsere meeting (shovel. woo fusee — 
Mei:WM; of Me meeting to the Valley Forge Ftre Nall. Residents were 
waste on the site of the former Valley Forge Military Hospital. Among 

,nser the site and now is suffering from HodgItht'S disease. (left). .. • •  . . . , 

By LINDA• TRIEGEL . 
Special to The Mercury 

, 

blinding Wednesday, wafting to 
pedjire — tIrrs..4 the 

4:.*3 • about zueepteeted toxic 
Jeff Kurtz, who grew up 

it• 
• 

• . . . . • „, . . . ; . . ' . 
. , . . . • • • 
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• 
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SCHUYLKILL TWP. 'Doctors,' lawyers, township and county 
officials did their best Wednesday night to caint nearly 130 residents 
who jammed a supervisors meeting to express concern over a 
suspected toxic waste.site.. „—• 4  . . 

The slze of the crowd fcirced the supervisors to move the meeting 
from the tiny township building to the Valley Forge Fire Hall. 

Flve residents of the gvergreen Acres housing development, who 
were recently dlagnosed as having:Hodgkin's Disease, were in et-
tendance. . ' • • . . ' - o . . 

Hodgkin's disease is cancer of thef lymph nodes. All five residents 
live near the former Valley Fora Military Hospital site. where 
abnorntally high levels. of logic materials were found in the soil in 
January. • 

Supervisor Ted Ryan said township officials first learned of the 
(See SCRUPILKILL an s) 

. 1 Residents, 
' fear possible , 

toxic waste site 
• 

- c - . - - - _ 
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By LISA SCHEID ' 

' Evening Phoenix Stqlk, 

SCHUYLKILL — County 
ficials are warning parents 
keep their children away from • 
grounds of the former Val 
Forge General Hospital until tl 
learn if the chemicals a 
minerals .found there pose 
health threat. 

Department of Environmer 
Resources (DER) officials tou 
the site this morning. B 
Schuylkill Township Supervi 
Theodore Ryan and W 
Leuchak of the Chester Cou 
Health Department attended. 

Health Department Direc 
John P. Maher said last night t 
contamination would only oc 
through "prolonged physical c 
tact" with the lead and zinc foi 
in a I20-square-foot depres5 
on the site. The contammai 
came from x-ray remains bur k 

eighbors, calm fields belie 1 I 
, By-LISA SCHEID against hysteria, they are also warning parents Bui 

Evening Phoenix Staff to keep their children from the site until they ing a 
know more about the chemicals there. surfac 

SCHUYLKILL — An eerie silence now At a Schuylkill Township meeting last from 
_hangs:_oxeL.thc—abletir....fiekis_ near_ Linda „.. nighL-Nahrgang-Avas_amoetinore-than Inn 

" I  , 

Nahrgang's home on Ellwar, rh.. fy ...... : J - - • ' • ' 
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1 q For affected 
Schuylkill resident Michael Fullmer Sr. addresses officials last night 

Pboto by Joe Wallace 

balk his concerns. 

, - _ . - • , . • : . 

. 
• • 

• 

• 

I 
t 
) 
i 

7 
I . 
q . . 
I 

. . 

i. - ":-
4, - - - - 

I "lkliow it slier 
• 



. , .4014, 
- . 

4Pc* a 
, 

,Siie of' 
old army . 
hospital 

E. MEAN!) , 
v

.fOWN
,
SHIP # 

e3 
. 1 

• P 
• le

, I 

• t• 
" t 

. , ICHARLEST 
," TO • - - . 

. 
- . ' -.CHESTER COUNTY . 

. • 

'PO 
. 

. 
I 

. SCH LKI 
` WNSHI 

• 
• 

• i • 
• 

• 

ea, 
•• 

040, 
14„ 
. . 

Cancer victims point to childhodd 
play spot in Chesco szs./J

-1', ,f 
8y Daniel Kaufman 
SpeslAt to Ma Inquires 

. Often during his childhood in 
Schuylkill Township, Jeff Kurtz 
trawled under the fence in his back 
yard onto the land when the Valley 
Forge Army Hospital once operated. 

He loved to stroll through the abandoned red brick buildings, where veterans from World War 11 end Korea and Vietnam had been 
treated, or play softball outside with 
other klds from the neighborhood. 

Michael Fulmer Jr. also spent 
hours roaming around the property. • 

. . 
•••••=/. • 

He and his brother would ride their bikes from their homes in Bevans 
Orchard a mile away and race them around an oval dirt-bike track. 

Now Kurtz, 20, and Fulmer, 21, suf- fer from Hodgkin's disease, a form of 
lymphatic cancer. Three other cur-rent or former residentS of South 
Evergreen Drive have also contract- ed the disease over the last IS years. 

Although Hodgkln's disease has never been Ilnked to toxic sub- stances, Fulmer and Kurtz think 
something on the old hospital 
grounds may have caused their ill-

• • 

• -pay . • • 
nesses. 

• "We thought It was Weird that five guys living around the hospital got the dfsease," Kurtz said.' 
In January, the Phoenixville Area ' School District, which leased a 35. acre piece of the property from the federal government for a possible 

elementary school site, announced it had found highly toxic levels of lead, zinc and silver buried in a sunken 
120-square-foot section of ground less than 100 feet from the fence behind 
Kurtz's former home. 

That was abont the tiine 'Kurtz and . . _ • . • . 
• 

- 

Fulmer found out about each other's 
conditions. Through a network of 
friends and relatives, they also 
learned of the other cases. 

Then, last Friday, three small, de-
cayed cans of cyanide powder were 
found at what once was one of the 
hospital's psychiatric wards. Wesley 
Smith, president of the S00-student 
Valley Forge Christian College, 
which occupies most of the property, 
told school officials of the discovery. 

As a result. the school district 
moved its students away from soft- 
ball and lacrosse fields to another 

• • 

section of the property, said Carolyn 
Trohoski. And today, the U.S. Army, 
Chemical Command in Rockford.111.. 
will come in to remove the cyanide.. 
Smith said. 

Accompanied by family members 
and Larry Robinson, 44, who was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin'S this year, • 
Fulmer and Kurtz asked the Schuyl-
kill Township Board of Supervisors 
at meetings on April 4 and on 
Wednesday to find out why the site,. 
which is abont 80 acres, had never 
been examined more thoroughly and 
cleaned up. State Rep. Peter R. Vroon  

• . 
(R., Chester-Montgomery) said. at 
•Wednesday's,.meeting that the state 
Department of Environmental Re-
sources had rnn tests on the property 
and found nothing. 

The hospital closed In 1974, and the 
U.S. General Services Administration 
began leasing parts of the land to 
several entities. including Charles-
town Township, which Uses it as a 
recreation area. 

Chester County Health btrector 
John Maher told abOnt 100 Phoenix- - 
villa area residents at Wednesday's 

(See CANCER on S-B) . 

• • 

CANCER, from 14 
meeting that lead was by far the most 
dangerous of the metals, but only • 
through ingestion or prolonged con- 
tact with the skin. 

"Unless you've got somebody liter-
ally rolling in it, It's not a carcino-
gen," he said. 

Maher added that the presence of 
lead could be remains ot lead protec-
tion vests incinerated and buried by-
the hospital, but. conld also have 
come from a lead -and silver mine 
that was beneath the property or 
some other sourcei.,, ' - 

The DER began.8 site inspection of 
the property yesterday to assess the, 
level of danger and to look for other 
possible hazards. 

Maher and several other medical 
experts said that no llnk between 
Hodgkin's and any chemical had 
ever been established. 

"It isn't considered a chemical-In-
duced disease — it's expected to be 
viral." said Howard1Prumkin, an epi- 
demiologist at rthe University of 
Pennsylvania. 

•  

• Nevertheless, said Chris Holroyde. 
. an oncologist at Phoenixville Hmpl. 
; tal who b treating several of the 

men, "this Is a very unusual cluster- 
ing of cases which is beyond any- 
thing one would normally expect." 

' Hodgkin's is a "very curable" form 
of cancer that often strikes men be-

. tween their late teens and early 40s, 

. Holroyde said. • - 
After each discovered he had the 

. enlarged lymph nodes that signify 
; Hodgkin's dfsease — Fulmer in June 

1987 and Kurtz in December 1989 — 
.they had to drop everything for 
• treatment. Fulmer gave np plans to 

enlist in the Navy; Kurtz dropped ont 
of Auburn Universfty. 

. Although they recognize that the 
cause of thelr illnesses may never be 
known, both men say they want to 

, ' make sure people in the area are 
• made aware of any dangen trom the 
: property. , ' 
• —It's so other people don't get the 
; same problems we do," Fnlmer add. 
: "It's been pretty hectic dealing with 

lit." 
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Stay away and give 

I 

Residents who live near the former Valley Forge , General Hospital have finally gotten the attention of county health and state environmental officials. Their concerns over toxic chemicals found there are being fully investigated. . • . . ' , • . : I 'I.. . Still, it took some brave souls who stood up at a recent meeting and said they have become victims of , Hodgkins disease to dray/ all of this official attentioni 
And it didn't hurt that more than 100 residents crowded 
into the Valley Forge Fire Co. garage this week to ask , public officials what they are doing about it. - The first course of action, officials told parents, is tO keep their children away from the grounds of the former hospital until they lcarn if .the chemicals and 
minerals found there do, indeed, pose a health hazard. 

The next day,. Department..of Environmental Re- - i sources (DER) officials toured.the contaminated site along with Schuylkill Township Supervisor Theodore Ryan and Walt Leuchak. . , • t. . 

H~ - i I 

6 6 6 time t® investigate ' 4̀, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The contaminatiori apparently came from x-ray 
remains burned in the hospital's incinerator years, ago. 
The materials were discovered about 18 months ago by 
Phoenixville Area School District. . . 

The main thing to remember is not to panic. 
According to John P. Maher, director of the Chester 
County Health Department, "You literally have to be 
rolling in it" to be harmed. . . . 

Concerning another find, powdered cyanide' dis-
covered last week in a locked room of the former army 
hospital's psychiatric ward, officials promise to take 
action. The deteriorating container will be removed 
from the Valley Forge Christian College building: 

The college occupies the buildings Where the cyanide 
was found, and the school district owns the parcel 
where the contaminants were found. ' ' , ' 7 ' 

Understandably, residents were upset when they 
gathered this week. Township supervisors were asked 
repeatedly why they' did not look into reports of 
dumping and hazardous chemicals sooner. 

"The very evidence of contaminated ground doesn't 
justify bringing out the Lithuanian Army," • was the 
reply from Norman Vutz, chairman of .the Schuylltill 
Township. Board of Supervisors. ' ' ' . • •  L ' No, this is mit a case for the LithUanian Army. This is a case for health officials to investigate and recot& 
mend corrective measures. The School district found 
the contamination-months ago, but the torasinp . opt invnlvptil iintil litairalho etalre nkn • :  
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• 
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fear about toxins Schuylkisidents voice 
By Danlef Kaufinan 
Spaded a Tee taiplost 

Schuylkill Township residents 
want to can out the Arzny to Valley 
Forge. 

But this thna they say, the Army's 
assignment' is to clean up its own 
mess. 

More than 100 people packed the 
Valley Forge Volunteer Fire Com-
pany firehouse Wednesday for a spe- 
cial meeting of the Schuylkill Town- 
ship Board of Supervisors. The 
meeting was called to discuss what 
waa -being done about toxins found 

- 

The hospital treated veterans of 
World War II, the Korean War and 

In an interview, Wesley Smith, 
president of Valley Forge Christian 
College, said the Army Chemical 
Command in Rockford, planned 
to reinove the cans of cyanide from 
the premises. 

The hospital property is owned by 
the U.S. General Services Adminis-
tration. Portions of it were leased to 
the Phoenixville Area Sehool Dis-
trict, Valley Forge Christian College 
and Charlestown Township after the 
hospital's • official closing in 1974. 
Area residents, however, said the 
hospital had been used for two more  

years. At the meeting, numerous resi-
dents criticized the Board of Supervi- 
sors for not contacting the appropri- 
ate federal, state or county 
regulatory agencies soon after the 
Phoenixville school district tested 
its land in January and found con-
taminants. 

Board members countered that 
they had jumped on the problem as 
quickly as possible once they under- 
stood the threat. 

"Every instance of contaminated 
ground does not justify bringing out 
the Lithuanian army," hoard Presi-  

dent Norman Vutz said. 
Board members said they had nt 

fled the state Department of En 
ronmental Resources branch in N. 
ristown, the Environinent 
Protection Agency, the Centers 1 
Disease Control in Atlanta and t 
Army. The board also notified Stt 
Rep. Peter R. Vroon (R., Chest. 
Montgomery) and John Maher, Ch. 
ter County's health director. Bc 
attended the meethig Wednesday 

Vroon told the board that he h 
talked to officials from theDER, w i 

(See TOXINS on Page 9) 

• • • 

in and around the old Valley ForBe 
Army Hospital. 

the Vietnam War during 3° Years  itp I  operation. 
Residents also wanted to know 

whether the dangerous levels of lead 
and other metals found in thi 
ground, or the cans of cyanlde foun 
in one of the hospital's psychiatri 
wards, could have caused the fiv 
cases of Hodgkin's disease diagn 
in the neighborhood around the 
pital in the last 15 years. 

• — 

fear over toxins' 
TOXINS. from Page 3 he said were "not downplaying this. but they've been testing for years and not finding anything." 

DER officials joined Supervisor • Ted Ryan and Chester County health officials at the site Thursday. 
In an interview Thursday. 'Jason 

Gaertner, a DER spokesman, said.the agency had not done any additional testing. The agency will examine soil samples already -collected by the school district. Gaertner said 
Maher said he did not know •whether the metals posed any dan-tger to residents and said he knew of too evidence of a chemical link to 

hodgkin's dlsease. Nevertheless, he 'said, "I would recommend keeping tids off the property." 

• 

• 



. eds called in to probe toxins 
By 

, 
USA SCHEID 

Evening Phoenix Siqff 

I  :ite of the former Valley Forge 

iealth risk. qe 

ilaint will be forwarded to EPA 
or its evaluation .of potential 

ill out a discovery complaint by 
he end of this vieek. The com-

cluded after Thursday's site in--
pection that there may have 
men dumping in the area. • 

iiiperfund proiram, officials con-

General Hospital. . 
—According to George Danyliw_ 
nanager of an eight-county state 

an abandoned incinerator at the 

(EPA) to look' into the con-
tamination of Iand surrounding 

vironmental Protection Agency 
ficials are asking the federal En-

Danyliw said DER officials will 

SCHUYLKILL State of-

In the complaint. DER will . • , . , 

• 
• 

• 

The contaminated area is 
. , i . q 

outline what it knows about the 
site. including records of inspec-
tions and permits. 

lt is doubtfuf that DER granted 
permits for the incinerator. since 
the former Army hospital was 
built and maintained by the 

- f !  
I 7 . 

, . 
. 

federal government, said Joseph 
Feola, director of the Bureau of Waste Management for the Nor7 ristown Region.. - . 
• Also included in  the DER Com-plaint 'will be tests of soil samples takenw last : for ,the  

ed. 
Phoenixville Area Sc ool Dis-trict. The- results of he tests, announced in January, oted that abnormally high level of lead and zinc were fou d in a depression near an a andoned 
incinerator where hosp tal waste 

• 

was buried. No radiatipn or or 
ganic vapors were found in t ht 
holes tested by Lancaster Labs, 
consultant for the Phoenixvillt 
Area School District. . 

By law, EPA must complete 
assessment of the Township Lint-
Road site within one year of tilt 
complaint. Danyliw said he diki 
not know EPA system for handl-ing .complaint. . 

- It may be first come, first serve. or may not be." Danyliw 
said. •. 

In addition to environmental 
sampling, EPA will review re-cords of VFGH. After the assess-
ment, EPA will reccommend 
either a "medium" or a "scream-ing" response, depending on the 
potential health risk. The EPA 
assessment. will include an in-. • 

. , (Continued on Page 3) 
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School teams 
barred from 

4 

poisoned field 

• 

• 

• 

• from the federal government when Trohoski said she suspendid soft-the Valley Forge Military Hospital ball teams from using the fitld be-closed at the site in 1978. hind an abandoned buildlitg owned 
A softball field and other athletic by Valley Forge Christian College 

fields are located at tfie slte near after learning last Friday that three Evergreen Acres. containers of cyanide had been Trohoski suspended teams from found In the building. 
using the field after learning two The containers hol4 a total of 2 
weeks ago that several area real-, Pounds of cyanide, she said. They 

taminated with toxic waste. zinc arid • other ,  toxic 
The lacrosse team had been using , substances were fOund the field this spring near Evergreen • 

Acres, where five residents have . by the school district in 
been diagnosed as having Hodgkin's January. Disease, a cancer of the lymph 
nodes. . 

The field ls one of two locations . nearby fields had been diagnosed 
where dangerously high levels of with Hodgkin's disease. 
lead. zinc and other toxic The disease is being linked by the 
substances were found by the school . victlins .to tontamina&lon found. on 
district in January. The other field the '21'e. However, fowqiihip 'and is along Township bine-Fload. near counrfnealtir officials hall declined. 
Coldstream Road. to make the link, pending further 

The district acquired the land testing. 

dents who had once,,  played_ on. 

PHOENIXVILLE — Phoenixville 
Area School District Superintendent 
Caroline Trohoski has ordered 
school softball and lacrosse teams 
to stop usihg fields feared to be con-

(See TEAMS en 6) 

• 

• 

• ......r....4laidullafiestmoggp AXX....•••••m, 

• 

- -- The lacrosse team 
...had been using the field, 

which is one of two lo-
. cations where danger-
. ously high levels of lead, 

ONGIORL 
Med) 

• 

• 

• 
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Teams off 
toxic field 

(TEAMS from 11 
were left there for rodent control 
when the building was abandoned. 
Trohoskl said. 

The cyanide was found by a con- 
tractor hired by Vailey Forge Chris- 
tian College to demolish the build-
ings. Either the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency of the state De-
partment of Envitonmental Re-
sources will remove the cyanide, 
Trohoski said. 

Trohoski said the federal govern-
' ment still owns the land near Ever-

, green Acres. 
The federal government allowed 

' the school district 30 years to either 
. build a school on the property or 
give it back, Trohoski said. 

, The federal government is respon-
sible for testing the soil and cleanup 
of the toxins, she said. 

There is a chance the district will 
be reimbursed by the government 
for the S7,000 already spent in tes-
ting and research. ' 

. The district wants to give half the 
land back to the government and 
keep the other half for a bus garage 
and maintenance building. These 
buildings did not come in contact 
with contaminated ' soil, Trohoski 
said. 

The softball team is now playing 
' at the Phoenixville YMCA. The 
lacrosse games have been moved to 

- a field at the Center for Arts and 
Technology, Pickering Campus. 

Trohoski said all fields will have 
to be retested before activities can 
be resumed. 

• 

• 
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By LISA SCHEID • ; School Distdct and Valley Forge 
Evening Phoenix Staff Christian College. 

• "We have to reprogram our ' • 
SCHUYLKILL — The United funds to make funds available for 

States Army Corps of Engineers the initial investigation," Heipke i 
has joined county, state, and said. ' ' ' • • 

federal agencies probing the dis- Hei ke plans to transfer • 
covery of a hospital incinerator $20, to a Missouri Bureau of 
dump site on the_grounds of the The Corps that specializes in test- : 
former Valley Forge General ing FUDS, he said. An investiga-, 
Hospital. i  tion has to occur and be com-

According to Bnice • Heipke; : , pleted to determine if a cleanup. 
director of TUDS dein up, the needs to be done. 
igency is trying to shuffle its • • He said The Corps has about 
priorities to fund testing at the 7,000 FUDS slated for cleanup. 
VFGH site. FUDS are "formerly!  He said it targets the."worst ones 
used defense sites" that have.. first." • ! i 
been transferred to another end- - Heipke said the Army Corps of , 
ty. VFGH • is now technically . 

• owned by the Phoenixville Area, 

V - •••• 0 

8 0 

Arm Cor s joins 
•4 i d  

probe of as pi 
i t-- 2 / - ? 0 - • 

. 
I 1 1 

(Continued op Page 2) . 
•• 

I 
(Combined from Page 1) 

. Engineers is concerned about the 

. VFGH property because the in- 
cinerated hospital waste buried 

_there is-  not contained. 
According to the Environmen-

tal Research Foundation, modern 
standards for landfilling any type 
of waste material include a pipe 
and liner system to collect 
leachate, water that gets badly 
contaminated by contacting 
wastes. ERF, a Princeton-based 
organization that publishes a 
weekly hazardous waste newlet-
ter. and other environmental 
groups contend no landfill is leak 
proof. 

There were no solid waste stan-
dards in 1943 when the hospital 
began burning its refuse. Waste 
thought to be harmless then has 
since been found to be hazardous. 

ERF said that, fractured 
bedrock beneath- a landfill is 
"highly undesirable" because the 
wastes can't be located if they 
escape. In tests performed on a. 
120 square-foot portion of the 

• dump for the Phoenixville Area 
School District, rock Was found 
between 8 and 12 feet beneath the-
surface. 

Hepke said he, did know how 
d
be

angerous the . ash dump could 

"At this point in time we don't 
know the hazard. What is loose in 
the environment is more of a • 
concern," Heipke said. 

He said The Corps has not 
.—. • • - '  

rushed to Schuylkill to pick up the 
, cans of cyanide found at VFGH 

two weeks ago because it is more 
concerned about investigating the 
ash dump. . 

 "It has greater  potential for 
hazards than t h e 
cyanide,"Heipke said. • 

The Corps has kilned the other 
agencies in the probe, Heipke 
said, because it may be ultimately 
be in charge of the clean-up if the 
contamination is found to be a 
health risk. 

•The Environmental Protection 
Agency is charged With finding 
the organiztions responsible for  

• who and how to clean it up. 

cleaning up FUDS.. . 
military that is responsible for 

dump, it would be charged with 

Engineers is the arm of the 
the clearmp. The Our nf 

vious creator of the ash waste 

dumping in a site and deciding 

Since the Army was the Ob-

- 

• 

• 
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By. LISA SCHEID .• . 
Evening Phoenix  Staff  

SCHUYLKILL — Fearing. 
contamination from an in-

- cinerator dump on the grounds of 
the former Valley Forge General 
Hospital, residents along 
Township Line Road have begun 
testing their wells. 

• • ••••••11•••••••• •  
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Staff photo by Brims M. Christopher 

Scott and Dixie Souder at the aide of their pool, which ,..t" 
they fill with well water; VFCC is he background. 

_ • - • 

cluster of Hodgkin's Disease ' Evergreen Acres, a housing de- • 
cases and the lead contamination. velopment northwest of the 

"I knoik some of the people. former Valley Forge General 
who got cancer in Evergreen i Hospital, and Valley Forge Chris-

Acres. We've gone through hell, • tian College are served by the . 
with them,"Souder said. • !Phoenixville Water Department. 

Although health offidals say: .• Residents along Township Line 
there is no link she still wonders. . Road have private well water. 

's it the water or the grass—
You begin.  to wonder,"Souder . said. 

• 

• 
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• At least two residents who live 
nearby a plot of land found to 
have abnormally high levels of 
lead said they have made appoint-
ments to have their wells tested: 

A narrow access road is all that 
• divides Maryann Smith's well 

from the dump site. From the • 
window of her trailer she can see 
the yellow tape blocking off the 
contaminated land and she won-
ders if that is enough to keep the 
lead away from her well. ' k 

Even though Smith drinks bot-
tled water, she still wonies. 

"I have eight grandchildren. I 
have then! here day and night," 
she says. 

Smith says she can't.  follow 
them around to make sure they 
always drink bottled water. The 
kids are used to just reaching for 
a tap, she says. 

Smith said she is not going to 
wait for the Chester County 
Health Department to recom-
mend testing. She said the safety 
of her grandchildren is worth the 
$155.50 she will have to shell out 
to know if, her water is con-
taminated. 

Smith is testing her well for 
zinc, lead, sulfur, and silver. 

Smith said she drinks bottled 
water because she has found her 
well water smells- funny: 

Smith's:-• nelghbori Dixie 
Souder, said she is also checking 
her well water,: but she is not? 
panicking. • .  

'There is no sense in panicking 
now. The damage has been 
done," Souder said. Souder said 
her husband, John, planned to 
get the water tested after tax 
season. John is an accountant and 
is very busy during that time of 
year she said. 

John and Dixie began talking 
about well tests after a recent 
Schuylkill Township meeting 
where a number of Evergreen- 
Acres residents called for a probe 
into a possible link between a 

" - Pekv--•- artan 
mug k 1 Residents testing well water °nal) , 

near site of toxic as 
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stigators face prospect " 
H records gone forever 
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By,  LISA SCHEID 

Evening Phoenix stgOr ' 

SCHUYLKILL — liecords 
that could help investigators 
learn what is buried in a con-
troversial incinerator dump 
may not even exist. 

According to Roy Pirritano, 
Public Affairs Officer fot the 
U.S Army Corps of Engineers 
in Philadelphia, records from 
the former Valley Forge 
General Hospital were pro-
bably destroyed. The Corps is 
the "agency ultimately 
responsible for cleaning up the 

- dump site. 
Pirritano says "completion 

reports" requested by - The 
Evening Phoenix were "not 
available." The standard forms 
were filed by a contractor with 
The Corps after the hospital 
was completed in 1943. The 
reporti describe construction of 

. . . 

"You don't . know 
what you are asking 
for. There are boxes 

, and boxes which were . 
probably burned" ... 
about eight years after 
construction, of the 
hospital: - . . • 

— Roy Pirritano 
public affairs officer. 

U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers 

• 
• 

buildings and probably give an 
indication of a waste dispqsal 
plan. • 

"You don't know what ýou 
are Inking for. There are boxes 
and boxes which were probably 
burned," pirritano said. He 
said Corps records were pro-. 

• 

bably destroyed about eight 
years after construction. 

Without records, it will be 
difficult for investigators to de-
termine if a cluster of 
Hodgkin's disease cases in a 
development near the hospital 
is linked to what may be buried 
at the site. 

Greg Schirm, directot of the 
Delaware Valley Toxic Coali-
tion, an environmental group 
concerned with toxic waste, 
says the key to finding out what 
was buried around the.hospital 
and if anything could, be con-
nected to the Hodgkin'š cases is 
not an epidiemological study or 
site testing, although those are 
important. 

Testing soil, he says, is like 
finding a "needle in a haystack!' 
when nothing is known about a 
site like VFGH. - . • 
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• (Condened ed Page LI) 
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Investigators may, 
be facing prospect 
records destroyed , 
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(Continued kora Page 0 speculation without them. 
Alvin E. Cox, A forrner 

ital, 

•• 

at the VFGH would tell state and 
federatinvestigators-what-to Iook 
for in test samples. For instance, 
Schirnt wonderS, did doctors use 
a lot of disposable items made of 
plastic, as they do in modern 
hospitals? Plastics are known to 
produce dioxins but were not 
used as much then as they are 

Schirm says records of activities 

today. 
The hospital is known to have 

been a center for tuberculosis and • 

hepatitus patients. The diseases 
are contagious, which may have 
given doctors cause to use 
diposables. . 

-Purchase records might hi-
dicate the chemicals the doctors 
used. Other records may indicate 
how were they disposed. It's all 

• 

the 
cept 

building complex. \not 
be more specific about t 'rids 
of matenal he. !mimed over the . 
thirty years he worked there. He; ; 
said it included infectious waste. ; 
• Meanwhile, the Chester Court- ̀. 
ty Health Department has begun. i 
its preliminary investigation into: 
the clustet of Hodgkin's disease. 

Questionnaires about health-1 
care history are being mailed this 
week to six residents and fattier 
residents in Evergreen•Acres Who 
have the lymphatic , cancer. .A 
consent form seeking' permission!. 
to study the residentit health le- 1 

. cords Is Also beina Included, 4
14
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radioactive rnateri .113 

groimdskeeper at the hos 
said last week he
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The Army Corps does not have 
the authority to release the re-

, pott, Shell said. That burden falls 
on the property owners. 

7/ bistrict Superintendent 
Carolyn Trohoski said last week 
she would make the information . 

• available when she received •it; • ; • 

. _ . 
Shell said the repcirt took so , long to be released because it had to pass through the Army Corps' 

legal and real estate departments 
for review. He said the Army 

'Corps was in no rush because the 
site was not critical. 

"As far as we know at the time we disposed of the property, it 
was not of a critical nature, " Shell 
said. • 

. The Army Corps gave portions 
of the property to the — ool 
district and Valley For_e ris-  
tian College in 1976. , rict . 
is in the process of returning the 
land. 
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I Toxin 
report 
on Way 

f.-3o -73 
Said to show 
storage tanks, 
drums buried 

• 

By LISA SCHEID 
Evening Phoenix Staff 

SCHUYLKILL — A site re-
port of an Army Corps inspection 
of the former Valley Fdrge 
General Hospital grounds is bx-
pected to show storage tanks and 
55 gallon chemical drums buried 
oh the property. , 

The report, which languished 
in the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers bureaucracy for nearly 
two years, will be issued within 
the week, according to Army 
Corps officials. 

"I understand its approval is 
imminent,"said Bill Piccirilli,• 
Army Corps project engineer for 
the hospital's cleanup. Piccirilli is 
based in the Baltimore District of 
the Army Corps. 

A suspected ash dump was 
recently found by the Phoenix-
ville Area School District near a 
30-year-old incinerator on the 
property. 

According to Lloyd Shell, 
director of environmental 
restoration of FUDS, the Army 
Corps made the inspection on 
June 29, .1988, at the request of 
the Phoenixville Area School Dis-
trict. District officials, who were 
looking at the land as a site for a 
new school, have since tested the 

• site themselves. Based on the 
results .of.  the test, the district 
decided to give the land back to 
the federal government. 

FUDS are "formerly used de-
fense sites." There about 7,000 
FUDS slated for cleariup. 

The report, called a 'site in-
ventory, lists objects and build-
ings located visually on the pro- 
perty by Army Corps inspectors. 
No soil or water testing was done. 

I a composite. Lester said com-
i depths were reported together as 
, samples taken at a variety of 
, Lab's report, results of analysis of 

would not.be able to tell from a 

could average out to. a level 
within standards. Lester said he 

of the soil and a miniscule amount 
in the bottom, Lester said the two 

a lot of lead was present in the top 
accurate picture of the danger. If 
posite sampling does not give an 

According to tlie Lancaster 

composite sample.  if there was 
more of a danger in surface con-
tact with contaminated soil or 
possible leakage into 
groundwater. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Vh.c. President Wesley Smith 
could not be reached for com-
ment. • • • 

I ' • The site inventory is similar to 
• a preliminary assesement 

performed on all suspected toxic 
sites by the Environmentar Pro-
rtection Agency.. The EPA has 
yet to mit the former army 
hospital site. • , Meanwhile, the quest for data 
on the army hospital continues. 

Attempts by the school district 
to contact former • hospital 
employees have prove fruitless, 
according to Trohoski. 

Army CoTs officials denied:. 
requests by The Evening Phoenix ; 

4  for hospital records saying that 
• i the records may have been 

; destroyed. - ' 
• The only other information 

, ' available to describe what 
menace may be hidden beneath 
the soil of the former army 
hospital is a test of soil samples 

• taken in October; A consultant 
' fdt the school district testedthe , 
, samples. . 

That report may not give a true 
picture of what is in the ground, 
according to one expert. 

Steve Lestet, toxicologist for , 
• the Citizen's Clearinghouse for 

Hazardous Waste, said' the 
samples could have been diluted, 
making the !site e deem less 
dangerous. ' ' 4c/ " • , ! ' ' 

• Although the - report did note 
a abnormally high •concentrations 

of lead and zinc levels of arsenic, 
cadmium and other contamfnants , . usually found in incinerator ash. -• " did not exceed accepted levels. • 

. , 
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• 
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